
Marine animals as oceanographers: 

Research opportunities in the SWIO and overview of the Sea Turtles for

Ocean Research and Monitoring (STORM) regional research programme

OVERVIEW
The University of Reunion Island, in collaboration with the 
European Union and numerous French and international 
research organisations, has developed the ambitious 
and original transdisciplinary research programme
STORM (Sea Turtles for Ocean Research and 
Monitoring), which uses sea turtles as oceanographic 
samplers to collect hydrographic data in the western 
tropical Indian Ocean.  

The objective of this presentation is to give an overview 
of the objectives and current status of this research 
programme, as well as to discuss potential upcoming 
opportunities to expand STORM to other marine species 
and research areas, with particular emphasis on 
ecological connectivity in the Mozambique Channel.
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