
  
 

 

 

Call for participants to workshop on: 

Research capacity for sustainable ecosystem-based management of estuaries and 
coasts 

Under the Researcher Links scheme offered within the Newton Fund, the British Council, in 
partnership with the South African National Research Foundation, will be holding a three day 
workshop on the above theme in the premises of the Oceanographic Research Institute, 
uShaka Marine World in Durban South Africa, on 19-21 June 2018. The workshop is being 
coordinated by Dr Luciana Esteves (Bournemouth University, UK), Prof Trevor Hill 
(University of KwaZulu-Natal, SA), Bronwyn Goble (Oceanographic Research Institute, SA) 
and Katie Smyth (University of Hull, UK) and will have contributions from leading 
researchers from the UK and SA (Prof Mike Elliot, Prof Andrew Cooper, Dr Ursula Scharler 
and Dr Louis Celliers). We are now inviting Early Career Researchers from the UK or South 
Africa to apply to attend this workshop. All travel and accommodation expenses will be 
covered by the Newton Researcher Links programme. The application form, with more 
details on the initiative, is attached and should be sent to lesteves@bournemouth.ac.uk 
before the deadline of 16th March 2018.  The successful applicants will be notified by 23rd 
March 2018. 

Workshop Outline 

Coastal and estuarine ecosystems worldwide are under pressure from population growth, 
urbanisation and other land-based and marine activities. In the United Kingdom (UK) and 
South Africa (SA), coastal areas greatly contribute to the local and national economy by 
supporting key urban centres and industries (tourism, fisheries, ports). Climate change tends 
to exacerbate existing problems, including but not limited to flooding, erosion, water quality 
and resource availability, which can have implications on environmental quality, food 
production, water supply and human health. Ecosystem-based management (EBM) has 
emerged as an integrated approach for the sustainable management of the trade-offs 
between socioeconomic development and nature conservation. EBM requires a 
transdisciplinary understanding of the natural system, nature-human interactions, and how 
they change through time. The workshop will bring together researchers from SA and the UK 
to discuss how they can collaborate to support EBM through the development of long-lasting 
UK-SA collaboration and government-research partnerships. The workshop aims to attract 
researchers from the social and natural sciences to create the required combination of 
expertise to co-construct, advance and share knowledge to support estuarine and coastal 
EBM. The integration of scientific and practical knowledge will be facilitated by the 
participation of NGOs and government practitioners. 

Workshop objectives 

Activities will include a mix of scientific and technical discussions to stimulate capacity 
building opportunities through mentorship and sharing of experiences and knowledge. The 
workshop will focus on: identifying skills and knowledge required to enable research on 
EBM; the dissemination of good practice for the development of collaborative research 
(including equity and diversity in multicultural teams); and sharing information concerning 
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funding opportunities. A key objective is to create long-lasting cross-sector (government-
research) and UK-SA collaboration that facilitates research impact on policy and decision-
making (i.e. to improve environmental health in estuaries and coasts and related economy). 
It is envisaged that participants, mentors and coordinators will identify opportunities for 
visiting fellowships, co-supervision and mobility of postgraduate students and stimulate the 
creation of formal training/degrees in SA universities in collaboration with UK researchers 
and SA practitioners.  

  


